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Sorry, I cannot speack Arabic well, and also I cannot speak English very well. If I miss a word,

please connect my feelings. Thank you. Maybe you do not know where I come from, I just came from
Ethiopia. I am an Ethiopian domestic worker in Lebanon. It has been eight years since I [started
working] in Lebanon. Now, I came from my ground commumity center, but I am just representing
domestic workers. Not the NGO. So I would like to talk about the housing we are facing in Lebanon.
As domestic workers, we are facing too many problems. But, I think this is why we are sitting here;
to see the problems. In Lebanon, mostly when we come here as domestic workers, it is not allowed to
rent a house by ourselves. Because we are not allowed to go out of the employer's house, to live renting
a house. So, there are many people outside, domestic workers, documented and undocumented.
Mostly, the undocumented people are renting houses in specific places where they can be secure, and
the least price for renting a house. So, our people are searching for houses in specific places, they
cannot afford, even if they can afford a house in some popular places, they do not go there because
they are not secured. And the communities who are living there are not allowed to let them rent the
house beside their house. So, we go to some places where we can get some kind of security; from
police, and from other matters. I do not like to mention the places, they are somewhat secret. So,

the people who are renting the house, as I said before, there are two categories. The people who ran
away from their employers, it means undocumented. And there are documented ones that are not

in the contract of the house. Those people are renting the house as a group so they can afford the
payment. So, they go there and they rent the house as a group. Like a refugees' camp and the people
who live densely in Beirut and outside Beirut also, because it is an open space for us to stay there.
The difficulties that we are facing in Lebanon: the first thing, we cannot get a house where we want to
stay. Let's say our workplace is in Ashrafieh, like even if there is a house, nobody rents me the house.



The first thing that they told me when I said it is for me, they did not allow me to rent the house. So

I have to go far to get a house where they allow me to. Or I have to search for other people so we could
rent the house as a group. So it is a little bit difficult to get a house around my work. As a culture, the
problem we are facing when we rent a house, our food has a little bit of a louder [stronger] smell. So
the people do not like that. Everytime a holiday comes, we have to go somewhere else far where the
Ethiopian community lives there densely so we can cook. No, it is not allowed to cook at the building
we are living. Not all the places, there are landlords who give us a chance to cook our food and to do
whatever we want. They give us some privacy. Not everywhere, but mostly, in high numbers, this is
one of the problems. The other one we are facing, if one Lebanese rents a house, he can change the key
whenever he wants, the landlord will not own the key. But for us, there are places where the landlord
keeps one of the keys and whenever he comes without notifying the person who is renting the house,
he can come in and search the house. By the time the person who rents the house is not around their
house but the landlord goes and searches anything he wants. Even sometimes, when they come back
from their job or when they are sitting in the house, knock and come inside without any permission.
So they did not say anything because they could not get a house at other places. So they stayed there
and did not say anything about their privacy. Here, I see too many things. It has been eight years
since I came to Lebanon; still I am not facing a housing problem because my sponsor just gives me

a house. But I am one of the representers of the Ethiopian community, so I go many places and I

have the contacts of many of our Ethiopian citizens, so there are many happenings. Like, they will

be arrested while going to their job or by any means the police will come and take them from their
house. But after one month, without notifying these people, they just throw all their stuff outside
and lock the house. Maybe they will rent the house for another person, they do not care about their
stuff. So they lost their money, their precious materials, and also the stuff they were using while
they were in the house. I think you understand me. After the current financial crisis, many of the
Ethiopians are facing, by paying their money; the landlord does not accept Lebanese Lira. We cannot
pay with Lebanese Lira, even the citizens cannot find the Dollars. If, let's say one Ethiopian girl who is
working for a company or something else, will get like three hundred, three hundred fifty or lets say
four hunder dollars. But this time, she is not being paid by dollar. The landlord says she has to pay in
dollars. So he has to go to the Sarraf and she has to pay half of her salary to get the money. And she
does not get anything. She will pay the rent and stay starving or she couldn't support herself or her
family. So we are also facing the current financial crisis, as much as the Lebanese people are affected
by this problem. Here, we are not asking to be treated like a Lebanese. But as much as I know, itisa
human right to have a house as far as I follow and respect the laws of the country. But if something
happens like I said before, like if someone is imprisoned or has a problem with the landlord, we
cannot say anything; we cannot go to the lawyer or the police. Because most of these people do not
have papers so we cannot ask for their rights regarding being removed from the house. So they

stay outside or search for other people to stay with. The legal firms are not supporting such kind of
situations. Even if they are documented and have their papers, it is not legally allowed to rent the
house without [the knowledge] of the employer. Most of the employers did not allow their employees
to stay outside, But there are freelancers. We know there are no free visa in this country, but we

just use this word normally "freelancer”. There are papers, but they are working for some cleaning
organization or company but they rent the house and stay with others but the company will not pay
that rent. But even if they are legal, they cannot go to a lawyer of the police station to get justice. They
just cry and leave. They cannot do anything. When I say just this, I do not know how many things you
are seeing outside or are informed about, the domestic workers, it is not only the Ethiopians, it is all
the domestic workers who are working in Lebanon. Maybe you cannot get all the information. The
housing problem is a very simple thing for us. When we are thrown out of the house, maybe we will
find another friend's house and we stay there. But we did not get any justice while we are dying or
being beaten by the employers. There are many things I cannot explain. But there is no justice. When



I talk about the housing problem, it is a very simple thing for us. We need
justice as a human being in this country
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